PREFACE
THE story of man in America,, the mystery of Ms
origin in the New World, the history of the rise
and fall of remarkable cultures and civilisations older
than those of Egypt, form a fascinating tale. Un-
fortunately, it is a tale little known to the average
man or wpman. Much has been written and pub-
lished on the subject, but generally it has been neither
interesting nor available to the layman. Most of the
works have been of a strictly scientific or technical
character; usually each volume, monograph or
pamphlet has been devoted exclusively to some cer-
tain race, ruin or other phase of the matter, and
the ordinary mortal who might seek to acquire even
a superficial knowledge of prehistoric civilizations
and aboriginal races in America would be compelled
to peruse innumerable tomes, pamphlets and reports*
Even then it is doubtful if he would learn a great
deal, for only the professional ethnologist, archeolo-
gist or anthropologist can grasp the meanings of
works filled with purely scientific terms.
A few books of a popular character dealing with
certain localities or races have appeared, as for ex-
ample Prescott's Conquest of Peru, but unfortunate*
ly in most of these the actual facts are largely hidden
tinder an overburden of romance and legend.
"As far as I am aware, and 1 believe I possess a